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Course Description: This course is designed to assist participants in bringing nature and gardening experiences to their early childhood environments. The many benefits of this type of natural experience are explored, not the least of which is fostering their development across the various domains:  cognitive, socio-emotional, physical and language-literacy, while experiencing the changing contexts of the four seasons.

Course Objectives: This course is intended to:
· Help participants become aware of the importance of children being able to play comfortably in an area – without looking over their shoulders to seek approval.
· Through site visits and classroom discussions of personal experiences, participants will understand the need of children to explore, discover and make personal order of their outdoor surroundings.
· Prepare the participants to design, develop and implement activities that enhance children’s development in the four domains, while fostering divergent thinking and creativity.

Student Learning Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, participants should be able to:

· Compare & contrast children’s play in the outdoor environment – then & now!
· Discuss the various beneficial components that are part of children’s involvement with nature and the outdoors environment. 

· Design and implement various activities (with particular emphasis on large and small motor/muscle development) that help children explore their learning garden. 
· Develop a plan for implementing these activities – based on the children’s natural interest in the outdoors.  
Length of Course:
11 lecture hours

Prerequisite:

None

Grading:

Letter grade (A-F)

Text Required:
Tumbling Over the Edge: A Rant for Children’s Play, by Bos, B. & Chapman, J. (2005). Turn the Page Press: Roseville, CA.
 Course Outline: 

1. Outdoor Play Environments for Young Children
2. Play Spaces – Out There
3. Gardens and Gardening
4. Art – Science – Math - Blocks & Woodworking

5. Moving Around Out There!
6. Singing in the Air!! 
7. Playing with Language Out There!
8. Community Involvement – A Must!   

9. Resources & References
10. Development of a Professional Action Plan
Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

